Sewing Gentle Curves!
Sewing Gentle Curves is easy!! – it’s those deep curves that give you problems!

The tricks are:

1. to work with gentle curves!

2. to cut the curved fabrics “stacked” all at the same time 

3. to sew with a narrow ¼ inch seam,  (not the usual full ¼”)

4. to only line up an inch or so of seam at a time… easing in the curve as you go.

You can use a bendable drafting ruler to create curves you can trace along  but these are easy to do freehand!
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To make a set of 4 placemats, 
1. cut 4 14 x 20” rectangles

2. Stack the rectangles in alternating colours.

3. Cut 5 random gentle curves from top to bottom starting with the middle cut through all rectangles.
4. “Shuffle” the fabrics
5. (First piece stays put, second piece - put the top fabric on the bottom, third piece –put the top two fabrics on the bottom, fourth piece – put the top three fabrics on the bottom, fifth piece stays put, sixth piece  - put the top fabric on the bottom)

6. Sew your strips back together one placemat at a time!

Double sided bindings:

Instead of cutting a 2 ½” strip for bindings – cut two 1 ¼” strips of two different colours.

Sew the strip together longwise to create a 2” strip again.

Sew down the front side of the strip to the front side of the placemat.  

Press the strip open from the front side of the placemat.  (you will end up with a ½” binding width)
Turn the placemat over, and press the strip along the sewn seam to create the binding edge,
Press in a ¼” fold  and sew the fold down on the back.

Try stacking two colours and making a curved border for a quilt!!
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